Suggestions for a Focus on Reconciliation
Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to
all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the
glory of his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Year A
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of
you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in
the same mind and the same purpose.
Year B
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
I mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even
those who have wives be as though they had none, and those who mourn as though they
were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those
who buy as though they had no possessions, and those who deal with the world as though
they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away.
Year C
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized
into one body--Jews or Greeks, slaves or free--and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many.

Addition Bible Verses (for those who wish to observe another time)

2 Corinthians 5:18-21(NRSV)
18 All

this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the
ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, [a]
not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to
us. 20 So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we
entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Romans 5:10 (NRSV)
10 For

if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son,
much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life.

Matthew 5:23-26 (NRSV)
23 So when

you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or
sister[a] has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be
reconciled to your brother or sister,[b] and then come and offer your gift. 25 Come to terms
quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court[c] with him, or your accuser
may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into
prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny.

Romans 12:14-21 (NRSV)
14 Bless

those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who
rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be
haughty, but associate with the lowly;[a] do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not
repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God;[b] for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I
will repay, says the Lord.” 20 No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty,
give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.”
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Prayers and Intercessions to inspire writing your own:
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/prayers.php?id=15
http://www.reformedworship.org/article/june-2014/prayers-justice-reconciliation-andpeace
https://www.rca.org/resources/creeds-confessions-worship-prayer/prayers-unityreconciliation-and-justice

